
Our Memorial Garden Consultation 

 

Introduction 

The Memorial Garden at Y Dolydd Llanfyllin Workhouse was one of the first projects undertaken by 

the Trust when it took ownership of the building in 2004. The overgrown space was reclaimed and 

turned into a garden that could be enjoyed even before the building was safe to enter. Now over 10 

years on the garden is suffering from wear and tear and is in need of rejuvenating. Our ambition is to 

create a sensory garden for the community that will be open and accessible to all.  

The Sensory Trust define a sensory garden as “a self-contained area that concentrates a wide range 

of sensory experiences. Such an area, if designed well, provides a valuable resource for a wide range 

of uses, from education to recreation.” (Sensory Trust, 2007).  All gardens are places where our 

senses are stimulated. What distinguishes a sensory garden from a traditional garden environment is 

the considered inclusion of features with particular sensory qualities, with the intention of creating a 

stimulating and beneficial environment that everyone can enjoy. In a sensory garden the plants, 

hard landscaping and other garden materials and features are selected for their appeal to all five 

senses with the aim of offering a richer and perhaps more therapeutic experience to a range of 

people with different needs.  

We want this to be a garden for everyone, where we can all come together to enjoy the space and 

time spent with each other. The following is our vision for the garden. It describes what we want 

from the space. There is also a simple drawing attached that shows the main features we wish to 

retain.  

These are just our ideas. We know that many of you will have bigger and better ideas than this. So 

we now want other people in the community to add their suggestions to this vision. Your 

contribution will help us create a space that is truly owned and enjoyed by all.  

 

How to contribute 

You can contribute by letting your imagination run wild with the attached garden drawing as a 

template to add your ideas to. Drop off your drawings at the Y Dolydd book room with your name 

and contact details. We’ll collect them from there and hope to have an exhibition in the New Year of 

all the entries we receive and your ideas may become a part of the design.  

Or you can email greenhub@the-workhouse.com, or join us on the Llanfyllin Green Hub Facebook 

group and share your comments and suggestions there.  

Your involvement is much appreciated. The Workhouse and gardens are open 7 days a week during 

daylight hours if you wish to call in and have a look around. We’d love to see you.  
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Our vision for the rejuvenated memorial garden 

1. The groundwork 

We are not starting from scratch. A lot of effort went into designing the original footprint of the 

garden and we want to retain as much as possible from the original design. The garden however 

must be accessible. This means removing old beds that have become a hazard, relaying wide, level, 

wheel chair friendly paving and pathways, creating some new accessible raised beds and improving 

ramps and handrails. Some of the other sensory gardens we have visited while developing our ideas 

have really beautiful textured and patterned pathways that lots of different people have had fun 

decorating and ideally, when the ground work starts, we’d like to do something similar here. So get 

creative and think about how we can stimulate all of the senses with the hard landscaping as well as 

the planting.  

2. Planting and habitats 

Again, we are not starting from scratch. There are already a lot of really great plants in the garden 

and we want to keep as much as possible while adding more smells, texture, colour and sounds 

through every season. Building on our 2015 Ecological Survey we also want the garden to be a place 

where wildlife lives and thrives. With this in mind we want any new plants to be wildlife friendly and 

we are seeking funding to build a wildlife pond and bee and bug hotels as part of the garden 

rejuvenation. Ideas for other wildlife habitats are welcomed.  

3. Features 

The garden should be a feast for the senses. We are therefore seeking Arts Council support to create 

some special features to add to the garden. We want to build a giant xylophone and baritone and 

sound tubes that everyone can enjoy playing with and we want to use the sound of the wind and 

moving water in the garden. We also want to add some interpretation boards that will provide 

information about the garden and its features in a variety of formats including braille, written word 

and raised profile images that can be felt as well as seen, or used to make rubbings. Your ideas for 

these or other sensory features are very welcome.  

4. Dedication 

Finally, the garden was originally intended to be a memorial garden for the people who lived and 

worked in the Workhouse and with this in mind we want to dedicate the new garden to the Llanfyllin 

Green Hub, Andy Lee its founder and the people of Llanfyllin. A large Welsh slate has been donated 

and we are seeking Arts Council funding to turn this into a memorial stone to be placed in the 

garden. Again, ideas for using the slate, be it words or image or part of a larger feature, are 

welcomed.  

 



 

 

 


